
The current crisis in higher education gives YDSA a historic opportunity to 
raise mass awareness about the broader failures of capitalism and uphold a 
socialist alternative.

Seizing this moment to win tuition-free public college, student debt 
cancellation, and ending profit in education requires a strategic approach.

This means local efforts must be well-coordinated to build a national 
movement that can effectively challenge the political establishment.

...all while articulating a broader critique of capitalism and emphasizing a 
socialist alternative.

COLLEGE FOR ALL

National Strategy

A Winning Strategy

1. Raise consciousness about the crisis in higher education

2. By organizing and agitating around issues that expand access, 

quality, and democracy in education

3. In order to build capacity to pass federal College for All legislation

For more info visit: 
y.dsausa.org/c4a



When making demands, university administrators and state bureaucrats will pit 
workers and students against one another. We know the crisis in higher education 
hurts students and teachers alike – so it’s crucial that we stand in solidarity with 
one another to advance our demands.

The campus brings together people from different cultural backgrounds, faiths 
and political tendencies, all of whom share at least one thing in common: they are 
paying more for less. As socialists, we must build union between students and let 
them know that the campus can’t run without us.

Winning this national campaign means passing legislation like Bernie Sanders’ 
College for All act. To get there, we must engage on all fronts: as students, 
workers, and voters. 

• Invite them to events and discuss how their working conditions are 
students’ learning conditions

• Have a presence at their union meetings
• Make joint demands and rally together
• Promote the rank-and-file strategy among students

• Solidarity between clubs and organized student groups
• Organizing around local issues that plague your campus, while connecting 

every issue to the broader crisis in higher education
• Political education through tabling, teach-ins, and townhalls
• Use social media, press, petitions, rallies, and student government strategically

• Establish relationships with elected officials who support our demands
• Bird-dogging politicians who oppose progressive education reform
• Voter registration that emphasizes our campaign and what’s at stake
• Canvassing for proponents of College for All, like Bernie 2020

Chapters are advised to have a coordinator for each of the three prongs

Tactics

Tactics

Tactics

Several YDSA chapters are already organizing locally in response to the crisis 
in higher education. The following Three-Pronged Strategy coheres these 
local campaigns by directing them towards a shared national goal.

Local Strategy

Labor

Base

Political

Check out our 
Labor Organizing 
and Rank-and-File 
guides!

Check out our 
College for All guide!

Check out our 
Electoral guide!


